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FRANKLY SPEAKING 


Well March got here quick. | went to the Loomis 
Hamfest with Ed W1EJ and Stan NJ6E 

yesterday. No rain at the hamfest, but it seemed 
to scare away some sellers it seems. Deals were 
few and far between. 


I've been having a lot of fun working National 
Parks on the Air stations around the 

country. This seems to have really taken off and 
is generating a lot of interest on both 

sides. Throw up a wire and you can be the dx 
from most anything National. It's not limited to 
parks. Trails, waterways, recreation areas, 
sites. I'm itching to run out to The Golden Gate 
and hand out some QSOs! 


My friend Fred N6YEU is in Zion National Park 
today, and has been on a trip through several 
NPOTA destinations giving out contacts. Search 
my call sign on YouTube for videos of his 
activity. Maybe we'll get him down for a 
presentation when he gets back. 


| can't wait to hear what Ed’s got cooking for the 
VOMARC NPOTA activation. 


Until then, keep your amps tuned and your 
aerials resonant. 


—Frank KG6N 


March 2016 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, March 16, 2016, 7:30pm 
City of Sonoma EOC 


MINUTES, February 17, 2016 
Called to order at 7:30ish 


KG6QNT (Eileen), KG6N (Frank), KD6FIL (Dave), 
N6TVN (Carl), WB6TMH (Mike), W1EJ (Ed), 
KF6FZM (Dick), KA2QQO (Declan), NJ6E (Stan), 
K6UUW (Jim), N6KM (Ken), N7PIB (San), K6KLL 
(Alan), WD6BOR (Darrel), KJ6QIQ (Scott) 


Welcome from the President. 


Minutes: Correction- N6KM was at the last 
meeting, which was a good thing since he gave 
the presentation. 


Officer Announcements 


President: KG6N - N6P will be coming up in 
August. 


Vice President: KJ6QIQ - Scott has been working 
National Parks on the Air and it has been a lot of 
fun working pile ups. There was also a World 
War | special event station on in Kansas City. Get 
on the air. It can be a lot of fun wading into local 
pile ups. 


Treasurer: KG6QNT - we have $4,726.16 in the 
bank and picked up some more dues today. 


Secretary: KD6FIL- need to submit the insurance 
to the vets building for stage Hamfest on April 
30. 


Old business: 
N6P 


Hamfest on April 30.we will be sending out a list 
of positions for people to sign up to help. We 
need to get advertising out. Darrel has 
submitted the information to ARRL for 
publishing in QST. Are there any nonprofit 
organizations that anyone would like to invite? 
Breakfast is still $8. It was requested that we put 
a link on the VOMARC homepage and update 
the Hamfest flyer. Is the SRIC still doing ISS 
communications that we could invite to the 
Hamfest for a demonstration? 


New Business: 


Is the club interested in putting a National Park 
on the Air? (https://npota.arrl.org/nps- 
events.php) Ed said he would look into setting 
something up. 


Carl, N6TVN, was the lucky recipient of the 
mystery box. 


Presentation was a video of the Tromelin Island 
DXpedition: 


(http://www.tromelin2014.com/en/ ) 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


NCVEC Announces Third Public 
Release of 2016-2020 Amateur 
Extra Question Pool 


The National Conference of Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinators (NCVEC) has released the third 
revision of the Amateur Extra class (Element 4) 
question pool that goes into effect on July 1. This 
revision supplants the Element 4 question pools 
released on January 8 and February 5, and 
includes corrections, modifications, and various 
editorial changes. The Element 4 question pool 
diagrams are in a separate document. 


"We would like to remind 


typographical or 

punctuation errors, 

including obvious minor 

omissions of same," the 

NCVEC Question Pool 
Committee said in releasing this revision. "Such 
corrections must not cause a change in the 
meaning of a question or any of the proposed 
answers to the questions." 


The QPC notes that FCC Part 97 rule citations are 
not a part of the exam question itself, but are 
included for reference purposes, and that errors 
in or changes to Part 97 are not considered 
adequate reason to remove a question from the 
pool. 


The QPC invites comments and questions. -- 
Thanks to the NCVEC Question Pool Committee 


(from ARRL Mar. 10 newsletter) 
—Submitted by Jim K6BUUW 


Elementary Schoolers' CubeSat 
Ready to Deploy from ISS 


The 400 youngsters attending a suburban 
Washington, DC, parochial school are eagerly 
awaiting the day the CubeSat they constructed will be 
deployed from the International Space Station. The 
little STMSat- spacecraft -- an educational project of 
pupils attending St Thomas More (STM) Cathedral 
School in Arlington, Virginia -- is equipped with a 
slow-scan TV (SSTV) payload that will transmit on 
70 centimeters (437.800 MHz). The school won a 
NASA competition for the launch. The satellite is the 
first to be designed and built by grade-schoolers, who 
have been supported by NASA technical advisors. 
Transported to the ISS in December by an Orbital 
ATK Cygnus spacecraft, the kit-built 1U satellite had 
been scheduled for release in mid-February, but 
deployment was postponed. (from ARRL Mar. 10 
newsletter) 


Can you guess whose work bench this is? 


™ — Photo submitted by 


Dave KD6FIL 


—Photo submitted by Frank KG6N 


Bombard Breakfast 
VOMARC March Breakfast at Black Bear 
3 


BUSTED QSOS 


Do NOT convert your Cut Numbers! Plain and 
simple, | was wrong when | mentioned in the last 
issue that one should convert cut numbers to 
the actual numbers while logging contacts. Just 
log what is sent, and submit that. The ARRL DX 
log scoring process will handle cut numbers just 


fine. From a past Contest Update: 


What happens if you enter "Cut Numbers" in 
QSO lines of a Cabrillo-formatted log? You'll be 
hearing lots of them in the upcoming ARRL DX 
CW Contest, so here's the straight scoop. First, 
the character string is read from the submitted 
log. Then... 


1. Any instance of W or WATTS are removed 
from the string. 
If the string is one character long containing 
K, it is transformed to 1000 
Similarly, 1K and KILO become 1000 
All characters are removed which are not a 
numeral (0-9), A, E, N, T, or O 


Replacements are then made: 'A' with '1', 'E' 
with '5', 'N' with '9', 'T' with '0', and 'O' with 
19! 

If the result is 000, it is replaced with 1000 
Finally, the resulting set of characters are 
converted to an integer value for checking 
against other logs. 


Thanks to Matt, W1MSW; Ward, NOAX, and Jim, 
W8WTS. (from ARRL Mar. 9 contest newsletter) 


(from ARRL Newsletter) 
—Submitted by Jim KEBUUW 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 20 EDITION 1 


A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Frank Wiebusch KG6N — President 

Scott Wellington KJ6QIQ —Vice President 
Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 


Jim Hill, KG UUW — Elmer Coordinator, Training Officer, 
President Emeritus 


Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after benefits 
of membership in VOMARC.”—S. Marler 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the City of Sonoma Police Department EOC 175 1° St 
West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on the 
146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station is off the 
air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of each month 
at Palms Grill (formerly Issa's) Restaurant, 18999 Sonoma 
Highway, Sonoma. The fun starts at 09:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 


Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2016 ACS 2016 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY KEN N6KN JULY MOE KI6JNU 
AUGUST GILL KJ6EIG AUGUST 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE THE FEBRUARY 17, 2016, 7:30PM, CITY OF SONOMA EOC, SONOMA 
POLICE DEPARTMENT, 175 1°’ ST WEST, SONOMA CA 95476 


SEE YOU THERE. 
VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2016 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 


City: State: ZIP: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1: St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. 


Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


